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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

News for Immediate Release
Oct. 13, 2011
PennDOT Reminds Homeowners to Prepare Mailboxes for Winter

Harrisburg — PennDOT reminds residents living along rural state and local roads that now
is the time to prepare mailboxes for the winter months. Snow thrown from plows can easily
damage mailboxes that are not prepared.

Mailboxes are normally placed within the state’s legal right-of-way; however, mailbox
damage is the responsibility of the property owner.

If a mailbox is placed as far from the edge of the road as the carrier can reach from a
vehicle and the mailbox is placed on a sturdy support, it should be able to withstand the
force of snow thrown from a plow.

PennDOT offers these tips to help reduce the risk of mailbox damage:

e Place a 6- to 8-inch piece of reflective tape on the mailbox to help snow plow
operators see it at night.

e Remove snow from around the mailbox, but never throw it back onto the road.

e If the mailbox is located within the legal right-of-way and damage was experienced
in the past, homeowners may want to consider repositioning the mailbox before
winter.

Homeowners who have followed these tips in the past and have still experienced mailbox
damage may wish to consider installing a cantilevered mailbox support that will swing a
mailbox out of harm’s way. Visit www.dot.state.pa.us for a copy of plans for a cantilever
mailbox support.

Contact your local post office for more information about how to correctly position a
mailbox.
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#H##

Ronald 3. Young, Jr., M.P.A. | District Press Officer
PA Department of Transportation
Engineering District 5

10/13/2011



Page 2 of 2

1002 Hamilton Street | Allentown PA 18101
Phone: 610.871.4555 | Fax: 610.871.4126
ronyoung@pa.gov | www.dot.state.pa.us

Notice: The commonwealth has added @pa.gov as the primary email domain for all state employees. For
example: ronyoung@state.pa.us is now ronyoung@pa.gov. The email addresses ending in @state.pa.us
will continue to function so that emails will never be interrupted. We appreciate your cooperation as we
take a small step to increase the usability and consistency of the commonwealth’s online
communications.

This signature, including attachments, is for exclusive use of addressee and may contain proprietary, confidential,
or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, any use, copying, disclosure, dissemination, or
distribution is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by
return email and delete this communication and destroy all copies.
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